
 
 

Restriction on the number of random effects in the model 

Generally, you should be able to have p random coefficients with p  observations.  You cannot 
have any more, as the cross product of the level-1 design matrix would be of insufficient rank, and 
therefore unusable.  It is not uncommon for a data set with a maximum of p  observations per 
group to have less than p  observations in some groups.   

  

 


